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which had subsided after the Crimean War, again ran high. Russia, moreover, did not avail herself at once of her newly recovered freedom to rearm in the Black Sea. Hardly any warships were launched in these waters in the next few years, and during the Russo-Turkish War of 1877-1878 naval operations played an insignificant part.
ALLIANCE OF THE THREE EMPERORS, 1873
The events of 1870-1871 marked an important stage on the road of Russo-Prussian cooperation. "Prussia will never forget that she owes it to you that the war has not assumed extreme dimensions/' William telegraphed to Alexander announcing the signature of the preliminaries of peace with France. "I am happy that I was in a position to prove to you my sympathy as a devoted friend/' the tsar replied. "Let the friendship uniting us assure the happiness and glory of our two countries/' On the day when the German troops made their triumphal entry into Paris, Alexander was appointed honorary colonel of the Prussian grenadiers of the guards; simultaneously William and his generals were recipients of high Russian military honors. In spite of the friendly trend of Russo-Prussian relations, Bismarck was still haunted by the fear of a possible alignment of Russia and Austria-Hungary with France. The surest method to foil the dreaded combination was to bring both empires definitely within the German political orbit. Gorchakov, too, was suspicious of Bismarck, and felt uneasy about the rapid reconciliation between Berlin and Vienna and the rumors of an impending Austro-German alliance. Changes in the Viennese government favored the rapprochement of the three imperial courts. Beust, heartily disliked in both St. Petersburg and Berlin, was dismissed in the autumn of 1871; Count Julius Andrassy, a Magyar and a former opponent of Russia who had been reconciled to the necessity of collaboration with that country, became minister of foreign affairs. Bismarck assured Vienna that he had no designs on the German provinces of the Hapsburg Monarchy and encouraged her to seek compensation in the east for recent territorial losses. Andrassy, on the other hand, persuaded Gorchakov that Austria-Hungary was vitally interested in the preservation of the Ottoman empire and did not wish> as it was rumored, to annex Bosnia and Herzegovina. The sincerity of these statements was doubted in influential Russian circles led by Ignatev, Russian ambassador to Constantinople, but Gorchakov accepted them on tbeiFface value. In his reportto the tsai for 1873 the